Sport Fishing Institute of BC
Tidal Angling Guide
Certification Program and Membership
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SFI Certified Tidal Angling Guide
(SFI CTAG)

Terms of Membership
Establishing guidelines for Certified Tidal Angling Guides

Membership Criteria

A Certified TAG may acquire a SFI CTAG designated membership providing the following requirements are satisfied:

Possession of current TAG certificate
Associated Transport Canada and Industry Canada certificates such as
o  Small Vessel Operator Proficiency
o  Marine Emergency Duty A3
o  Radio Operator Card - Marine
Acceptance of the SFI’s Tidal Angling Guide Principles as the Code of Conduct for the Certified Tidal Angling Guide
profession
Annual membership fees up to date

Membership Benefits

An SFI CTAG membership provides a range of benefits and advantages including:

A registration card, decals and website logos which are identified by year and specifically identify the possessor as a
certified Tidal Angling Guide.

Promotional benefits from the SFl and of the CTAG membership informing the general public they are hiring the best
in the business.

Addition of each current SFI CTAG member to an active list, available on the CTAG portion of the SFl website, of Tidal
Angling Guides currently certified in British Columbia,

Purchase advantage or discounts from sponsoring companies including liability insurance

Potential for support in dispute resolution between client and guide or employer and guide,

Regular, current updates and information relevant to the sector provided by e-mail and posted on the TAG portion of
the SFI website.

Representation to key consultative and policy development processes that ensures the best interests of SFI TAG
members are reflected throughout all decisions.

Member in Good Standing

The SFI CTAG Board reserves the right to review membership criteria and also to review individual memberships on occurrence
of verified complaints lodged by clients or employers. Any decision regarding an individual membership or criteria for
membership shall be the results of a review committee.

CTAG Membership On-Going Development:

As the CTAG membership structure develops effort will be directed to establishing and additional benefits such as;

Establishment of administration, a Board of Directors and professional staff dedicated to serving the best interests of
the SFI CTAG principles and objectives and CTAG members.

A CTAG specific website

Increase CTAG membership purchase advantage. Although benefits are already available from sponsoring companies
a variety of services and products will be added to or expanded upon including; fishing tackle, accommodations,
airline, accounting/book keeping, printing, safety, navigation or communication equipment, boats, motors

Designing and developing a web site specific and special to CTAG members and customers.

Dispute resolution service including mediation between CTAG members, clients or employers

Health benefits, i.e. a medical and dental plan

Marketing information and materials
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SFI Certified Tidal Angling Guide
Code of Conduct
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1. Knowledge and Certification
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2. Operations
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3. Customer Service
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4. Stewardship
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5. Personal and Professional Conduct
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and
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Process began in 2006
® The TAG certification program will be a first of its kind program in North America and will
provide an opportunity to take BC’s tidal angling guide industry to a new level of customer
satisfaction, service, safety and recognition

Establishing Best Standards & Practices for the sport fishing industry and guiding community;

® To create a set of standards and a course that allow BC’s charter boat operators and
certified tidal angling guides to be world leaders; and

® To create an organization that will maintain and promote the existence of a body of
professional guides and charter operators committed to these standards; and

® To contribute, in partnership with relevant agencies, effective management of sport fishing
related resources, to ensure that BC’s fisheries are sustainable and the best managed in the
world; and

® To recognize the value and importance of the relationship between tourism and sport
fishing in British Columbia
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® Designed by Industry for Industry - A working group composed of 20 volunteer
stakeholders from various backgrounds and locations along the coast began meeting in
January 2008

® Input and support from

Industry Training Authority and Propel

BC Ministry of Environment

BC Ministry Tourism, Culture and the Arts

Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Transport Canada

Pacific Salmon Foundation

® ITA and Propel involved and assisting in development of curriculum that includes;

® Regulatory certifications; the Small Vessel Operator Proficiency (SVOP), Marine

Emergency Duties (MED A3) and the Radio Operators Card (ROC-M)

Knowledge of Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s catch monitoring programs and
fisheries management policies

Knowledge of angling equipment, techniques, local species and the
environment

Personal and professional standards, general operations of conducting a guided
trip

® |egal considerations such as liability and employment standards
® Working to show that BC’s certified tidal angling guides are the best in the world!
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In October two pilot sessions took place, one in Campbell River and one in Sandspit.
® February 2010 — one full TAG pilot with an all First Nations participant list in Port Alberni. A
“Challenge” pilot in Campbell River for experienced guides.
® Smaller communities chosen to demonstrate the mobility of the course and
that, once available, will be offered wherever it is required or requested
® 2 classes of 12 students
® Pilot program sessions were 16 days long including final assessment
® |Intended as a review and refinement opportunity leading up to and through the
approval process of ITA
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® Two decisions going forward — issuing of provincial credential, and provincial funding to
subsidize cost
® Funding for TAG program development came from ITA and go2
Funding for ongoing delivery requires some rigour and approval steps through ITA
® Steps and timing in process:
® Submission of notice to develop program (complete)
® Submission of detailed proposal showing demand (complete)
® Establish budget for pilot (complete)
® Finalize standards, develop assessment mechanisms, develop curriculum,
run pilots (complete)
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SFI CTAG Membership Criteria
® Possession of a current TAG certificate
® Associated Transport Canada and Industry Canada certificates such as
® Small Vessel Operator Proficiency
® Marine Emergency Duty A3
® Radio Operator Card
® Acceptance of the SFI’s Tidal Angling Guide Principles as the Code of Conduct for the Tidal
Angling Guide profession
® Annual membership fees up to date — fees will be based on previous SFI membership fees
and benefits

74C3+&3,))!1+$D!13+4!(+1&*/'0.&.%/
® Increased prestige and promotion for certified tidal angling guides
® (Creating a strong brand and reputation for the guiding industry in BC
®  Access to employers and employees.
Purchase advantage — development will continue through 2010.
Professional staff to provide assistance regarding certification and in representing the interests
of guides along the coast of BC
®  QOne Stop Shop — providing information regarding what is needed, where to take courses and
how to get the proper certification.

® A collective voice in industry and an opportunity to work with Fisheries and Oceans, Ministry of
Environment and Transport Canada.
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The SFl and CTAG will confirm that
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®  Accomplished by:
® |Leading the world by setting industry standards,
Confirming and validating experienced guides in the industry,
Establishing training strategies to help reach and exceed the standards
Ensuring the standards are consistently met and maintained
Providing the support and advocacy that ensures the program continues to be a
model for the rest of the world
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